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1. Introduction:  

This area of land to the west of Staplehurst High Street which is now part of The 

Bartons Taylor Wimpey housing development, was then known as ‘Land at Oliver 

Road’ and formed 3 parcels: a northern field (now housing), secondary woodland to 

the west and a southern field (now the unofficial local nature reserve known as 

Wimpey Field). Historic maps back to 1871 show that the area was then farmland of 

both pasture and arable to the south with orchards to the north.  

 

The southern field was converted into a nature reserve during the housing 

development and a comprehensive 10-year management plan was written by Taylor 

Wimpey’s ecological consultants CSa to help and advise on future habitat 

management. Initially any works for this site was under the responsibility of the 

developer/estate management but reverted to Staplehurst Parish Council latterly 

when the land was adopted. 

 

A well-used public footpath runs from Bell Lane through the site westward to 

Pagehurst Road. Its close proximity to Staplehurst village makes it an important 

resource and green space for walkers/dog walkers and the like and provides an 

important green corridor between Staplehurst and the surrounding open 

countryside.  

 

The site is regularly used by all manner of local people but there is yet more 

potential for the site to be better used to facilitate environmental education and 

managed and maintained as a wildlife refuge.  

 

As such the management objectives are to continue to manage the site for the 

benefit of the wildlife and further protect and enhance the habitats where possible 

in addition to improving the site for access and recreation.  

 

 

 



 

Medway Valley Countryside Partnership – Wimpey Field Management Plan 2022-2032 5 

Detailed management aims for the site include: 

- To maintain the integrity of the habitats through a formalised 
programme of works 

- Formalise and regularly maintain the network of footpaths 

- To allow the site to act as a wildlife refuge 

- Encourage wider public use of the site  

- Deliver/plan outdoor educational events and activities to engage 
with local schools, community groups and local people and to 
promote and encourage the use of and understanding of the site 
and gain assistance with survey and management tasks 

- Undertake regular monitoring of flora & fauna 

 

Although the developer’s original management plan timeframe has now ceased, 

much of the plan is still relevant and so will be used as a template for this document, 

which outlines the management objectives up to 2032.  

2. Site description 

An ecological appraisal and protected species survey of the site took place between 

2011 and 2012 and a report was put together in October 2012. Within this it was 

found the site was being used extensively by reptiles, amphibians such as great 

crested newt (GCN) - a European Protected Species, - bat, badger and breeding birds. 

No evidence of dormouse was found. Natural England’s Class Licence Returns survey 

data for GCN shows that these newts have been recorded breeding in ponds in local 

proximity to the site, as well as the pond creation completed under Medway Valley 

Countryside Partnership in 2019 as part of Natural England’s District Level Licensing 

Scheme (see Map 1 below; the nature reserve is outlined in blue). CSa produced a 

detailed Reptile Mitigation Strategy and Great Crested Newt Mitigation Strategy at 

the time and stated that: ‘The establishment and future management of habitats 

within this management plan area must reflect and deliver the objectives of those 

strategies.’ 
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Map 1: Natural England’s strategic opportunity area map for GCN, together with dots that indicate where they have been found during surveys.  
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In the 10 years or so since The Bartons housing development was completed, 

Wimpey Field has, through natural colonisation and planting, developed a range of 

habitats, supporting both fauna and flora and creating a new ‘green corridor’ for 

wildlife. However, much of the flora has reverted back to bramble and blackthorn 

scrub and will need careful management depending on the species targeted.  

 

3. Evaluation: 

Wimpey Field nature reserve is located immediately west of Staplehurst Primary 

School in an area known as the Low Weald.  

 

The secondary woodland to the north of the nature reserve and west of the 

residential development covers approximately 0.75 hectares. It is made up of mainly 

oak (Quercus sp.) ash (Fraxinus excelsior), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), hawthorn 

(Crataegus monogyna), field maple (Acer campestre), holly (Ilex aquifolium), elder 

(Sambucus nigra) and willow (Salix sp.) and is heavily shaded with little ground flora 

apart from bramble (Rubus fruticosus) and ivy (Hedera helix).  

 

The Wimpey Field nature reserve (known in the original management plan as the 

southern field) measures 2.1 hectares and before it was managed for wildlife it was 

dominated by areas of open rough grassland, scrub and self-seeded trees. The 

reserve boundaries all round are lined by large mature oaks. Today the nature 

reserve is a mixture of dense scrub/thicket and deciduous woodland with footpaths 

criss-crossing the site.   

 

Both areas are registered on the Land Registry website as belonging to Taylor 

Wimpey/Golding Homes.   

 

3.1 History:  

Historic maps from 1871 onwards show this area and the surrounding land as 

farmland. A landcover survey in 1961 and 1972 shows the site and neighbouring 
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fields as arable, which changed to arable and grassland by 1990. The geology is a 

mixture of weald clay and clay/limestone. 

  

3.2 Access and Public Rights of Way:  

There are two public footpaths allowing access at all times that run through the 

nature reserve: One from Bell Lane in the east which runs parallel through to 

eventually meet Pagehurst Road and a second that follows the top northern 

boundary of the reserve and converges with the above footpath. However, there are 

several other permissive footpaths throughout the reserve which lead to the 

neighbouring arable fields and beyond. There are double wooden gates for vehicular 

access from The Bartons housing estate. There are currently no barriers to bicycles 

or motorbikes, however disturbance does not seem to be a particular problem at the 

moment.  

 

Wimpey Field is actively used by the local community for informal recreation; in 

particular it is very popular with dog walkers. There does not appear to be a 

significant problem with dog fouling at present, however there is a general litter 

issue especially around the benches in the central part of the reserve. Ongoing litter 

patrols are recommended and will both keep the site tidy and continue to make it 

visually more appealing to the public. It will also remove potential hazards to wildlife 

especially from non-biodegradable substances such as plastic. 

 

3.3 Site Designations: 

According to Magic Map, the complete southern boundary plus parts of the west and 

east boundaries of Wimpey Field come under Natural England’s Priority Habitat 

Inventory for deciduous woodland – specifically the Natural Environment & Rural 

Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal importance. The entire 

northern section of woodland is covered by the Priority Habitat Inventory – 

traditional orchards. There are no current land-based designations attached to the 

site, such as SSSI, Local Wildlife Site, Special Protection Areas (SPA) etc. 
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3.4 Flora and Fauna: 

Data on flora and fauna for Wimpey Field has come predominately from the National 

Biodiversity Network Atlas (www.nbnatlas.org). In addition and for the purposes of 

this management plan, five separate ecological surveys during a two-month time 

period were undertaken by Medway Valley Countryside Partnership (MVCP) during 

June until August 2022 to record butterflies, reptiles, amphibians and breeding birds 

on the reserve and the results are listed in the Appendices, page 31. The data 

provided is in no way meant to be an exhausted or complete list and many additional 

species are present which have not been listed. Those listed gives an indication of 

habitat type and some of the species requiring protection and specific management. 

Further regular surveying is recommended to ascertain a complete species inventory 

for the site.  

 

The site was originally mapped out and split into compartments labelled 1, 2, 3 by 

CSa. This was to make it easier to follow a maintenance plan for each compartment 

during the original 10-year plan (see map 3 page 15). However, it’s important to note 

that the areas on the map that were marked as open grassland are no longer this 

way and are now heavily dominated by thick bramble and blackthorn. Along the 

more open footpaths species such as hairy willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), field 

bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), ragwort 

(Senecio jacobaea), common hogweed 

(Heracleum sphondylium), pink clover 

(Trifolium pratense), creeping cinquefoil 

(Potentilla reptans), common fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica), hedge woundwort 

Image 2: Common ragwort © MVCP Aug 2022  

Image 1: Creeping cinquefoil © MVCP Aug 2022  
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(Stachys sylvatica), creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), common nettle (Urtica dioica), 

bramble (Rubus fruticosus) and the rarer hedge parsley (Torilis japonica), were 

observed growing amongst the long grass during August. 

 
Common ragwort is a native species and 

important for a range of invertebrates not 

least the cinnabar moth (Tyria jacobaeae) 

caterpillar. However, the plants are toxic to 

grazing animals, horses and potentially 

people (when in direct contact with them). 

As such the plant is covered under the 

Weeds Act 1959 and via the Ragwort 

Control Act 2003. This act does not seek to 

see ragwort eradicated, but some action 

should be undertaken to control the plant 

to stop it spreading further afield.  

 

Along with robust blackthorn, which has taken hold across most of the reserve, other 

tree species include oak, elder, field maple, ash (with some dieback, standing 

deadwood and seedlings), hawthorn and dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), interspersed 

by existing old and newly-planted fruit trees. There are also a few non-native trees 

that have been planted, some as memorial trees, including eucalyptus (Eucalyptus 

sp.)   

 

3.5 Invertebrates:  

Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) 

will benefit from the nectar rich 

plants and grasslands on the site. 

Butterflies were observed in good 

numbers during all five ecological 

surveys during June to August, with 
Image 4: Ringlet © MVCP June 2022  

Image 3: Hedge parsley © MVCP Aug 2022  
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the main species being meadow brown (Maniola jurtina) and gatekeeper (Pyronia 

tithonus) which prefer long grasses and large and small white (Pieris brassicae and 

Pieris rapae). A silver-washed fritillary (Argynnis paphia) was once seen as well.  

Historical records appear scarce for the site and so future Lepidoptera surveys are 

recommended.  

 

Bumblebees, solitary bees and honeybees were seen feeding on nectar during the 

ecological surveys and a red-tailed bumblebee queen (Bombus lapidarius) was 

observed landing in long grass and crawling into a hollow in the ground where she 

most likely had a nest. 

 

3.6 Herpetofauna: 

Due to the abundance of weald clay, there are many old ponds in the immediate 

vicinity, some of which support populations of great crested newt (GCN) (Triturus 

cristatus) (see Map 1). The surrounding deciduous woodland boundaries and dense 

scrub within the nature reserve will support amphibian and reptile species but 

especially during winter hibernation. As there is little data for the site regarding 

herpetofauna, a reptile survey was set up at Wimpey Field by MVCP during June to 

August 2022 with subsequent results intended for use in this management plan. 

Nine pairs of refugia (roofing felt/mat and tin - which reptiles and sometimes 

amphibians like to use as sheltering and resting sites), were placed at optimal 

locations around Wimpey Field (See Map 2) and surveying began approximately two 

weeks after the refugia was 

laid. Two existing roofing felt 

refugia were also found and 

incorporated into the survey. 

Image 5: Slow-worms © MVCP June 2022  
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Map 2: Locations of Refugia for 2022 Reptile/Amphibian Survey 

 

Unfortunately, the use of such material is a limiting factor in herptile surveys as the 

material is often moved around or removed from site and this disrupts surveying. 

Indeed, some of the material at Wimpey Field was moved and others went missing 

but the survey was still possible.  

 

NBN Atlas has records of common toad 

(Bufo bufu) seen on 08/05/2016 at 

TQ7743 and reported to Record Pool and 

GCN reported via Natural England’s Class 

Licence Returns Survey on 15/04/2015 

and 01/05/2017 at TQ778432 and 

TQ779432. Due to the amount of 

woodland surrounding Wimpey Field, it’s 

also very likely to find smooth newt 

(Triturus vulgaris) and particularly 

palmate newt (Triturus helveticus) which Image 6: GCN © MVCP June 2022  
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prefers woodland conditions and acidic soil.  In addition, the 

site is thought likely to support viviparous lizard (Lacerta 

vivipara), slow-worms (Anguis fragillis) with adder (Viper 

berus) and grass snakes (Natrix natrix) a possibility. Indeed, 

sightings of adder at the nature reserve in the past have been 

brought to our attention, although none were seen during the 

surveys. One juvenile grass snake was found under a refugia 

mat. During MVCP August’s bioblitz, a GCN larvae was 

netted in the pond creation under licence, (see photo left) along with several 

smooth/palmate newt larvae. Female adult and male juvenile GCN were found 

several times under a refugia mat at TQ7791 4329 during surveys (see photo on page 

12). CSa says: ‘The site should be managed sympathetically for amphibians and 

reptiles as standard.’  

 

3.7 Ornithological:  

There are no specific bird survey results recorded on NBN Atlas for Wimpey Field and 

so five bird surveys were undertaken between June and August 2022. The site should 

support a myriad of bird species due to the mixture of woodland and scrub and 

grassland habitats. The boundaries to the north and east are close to gardens and 

those to the south and west with arable. As such the area should be good for a 

mixture of passerine (songbird) species and birds of prey. Word of mouth sightings of 

nightingale (Luscinia megarhynchos), a migrant passerine and Amber List species, has 

been taken into account where the scrubby boundary lies between the arable 

margin and The Bartons development. The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) says 

that nightingale is a species with particular needs and that they require: ‘scrub and 

coppice woodland with thick, scrubby thicket vegetation.’ Furthermore, the BTO 

advises to coppice blackthorn to create a dense clump of scrub, encourage the 

spread of brambles in key areas, dig out shallow ponds and fell small clearings in a 

block of woodland to encourage the nightingale. Bird survey results can be found in 

the appendices page 31. Further breeding bird surveys should be encouraged to gain 

baseline data and to find out if the 16 bird boxes installed by the developer on oak 

Image 7: ©MVCP Aug 2022 
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trees on/around Wimpey Field are indeed being used. Most were seen and still intact 

during MVCP surveys. 

 

3.8 Mammals:  

Specific data for Wimpey Field is again limited, but neighbouring historical records 

together with habitat analysis indicate that the site should support a mixture of small 

mammals such as wood mouse (Apodemus sylvaticus), field vole (Microtus agrestis) 

grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) and common 

shrew (Sorex araneus). Larger carnivores are likely to be present and an ecological 

appraisal and protected species survey by CSa between 2011 and 2012 found the 

site was being used by bats and badger (Meles meles) and although no recent 

records of badger sightings exist, it’s possible they have a sett or setts within the 

woodland west of The Bartons. Small mammal trapping and surveying is 

recommended to gain concrete baseline data. There are 14 species of bat resident in 

Kent and records indicate seven species including common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus 

pipistrellus) and brown long-eared bat (Plecotus auritus) are present within 5km of 

Wimpey Field. The mixture of woodland edges, linear features, neighbouring houses 

and potential roost sites plus grasslands which will attract insects (which the 

insectivorous bats will feed on) indicate that the site should be good for bats. 

Additional nighttime surveys are required to gain definite data, especially as the 

developer installed 20 bat boxes around the site. Most were found and are still intact 

on oak trees during MVCP surveys. 
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Map 3: CSa’s original compartment map for Wimpey Field 
 

KEY: Red circles and yellow squares on trees indicate bat/bird boxes. Green crosses log piles. 
Red circles crossed out indicate hibernaculums. 
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4. Management aims and outlines: 

The management objectives laid out in 2013 by CSa are a good template for ongoing 

management and maintenance of the site. As such, this has been incorporated into 

the next 10 years of this revised management plan. However, there are several 

additions to the management objectives identified by recent site visits and surveying 

which have been touched on already.  

 

The general aims should be to:  

1. Reduce scrub cover and control the spread of blackthorn and bramble 
across the nature reserve to allow open areas of grassland through a 
formalised programme of habitat management works 

2. Remove encroaching vegetation such as bramble around the base of tree 
saplings  

3. Add additional log piles in sunny, open areas for the use of reptiles and 
amphibians 

4. Leave standing deadwood (if safe to do so) – an important habitat for 
invertebrates, roosting bats, nesting birds and fungi 

5. Grassland – maintain on a low-intensity rotational cutting regime  
6. Begin and undertake regular monitoring of flora and fauna 
7. Engage with the local schools and the community and encourage wider 

public use and understanding of the site via formalised educational 
events  

8. Regularly maintain the network of footpaths 
9. Manage and enhance the site as a wildlife refuge 
10. Include MVCP’s GCN pond in site management consideration and event 

planning 
11. Manage the encroachment of vegetation at the developer’s GCN pond 

within the SuDS (attenuation) basin  

 

4.1  Management prescription:  

A management prescription for a site should be tailored to any key species, including 

protected species, that frequent the area. This can of course become difficult if 

different species require different habitats as it’s impossible to cater for all. In this 

case the original management plan by CSa for Wimpey Field was written particularly 

for the benefit of reptiles and GCN and we would see no immediate change, apart 

from additionally advising that the dense scrub within the tree-lined eastern 

boundaries of the site immediately opposite The Bartons be left alone, as this is 

where there have been verbal reports of nightingale in spring. 
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CSa split up Wimpey Field into compartments 1, 2 and 3 on a map over three 

sections – top, middle, bottom – (see map 3 page 15) both to emphasise the habitat 

type and to indicate suitable management. Four out of nine of these sections on the 

original plan are shown as completely open grassland and two others as half open 

grassland and half scattered trees with underlying rough grassland and scrub. Most 

of what was completely open grassland sections are today back to dense scrub, with 

just a few areas of the reserve where mown footpaths exist that are still open and an 

abundance of grasses/wildflowers are allowed to grow in the summer. We would 

suggest follow the original management guidance supplied by CSa and reduce the 

dense areas of blackthorn by 20% on an annual basis, focusing on compartments 1 

and 2 especially (top section) and some of 3 (middle section) and 2 (bottom section). 

Keep these areas open to enhance underlying ground flora.   

Left: View of the main 
pathway into the reserve 
from the north-east 
corner  

 

Below and inset: Overall 
view of the original GCN 
pond and SuDS basin, 
now completely 
overgrown with mainly 
yellow flag iris and 
bulrush 

 

 

Left: There is now no definition of where the 
developer’s GCN pond starts and the SuDS 
basin begins 

Image 8: © MVCP July 2022  

Image 10: © MVCP July 2022  

Image 9: © MVCP July 2022  
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According to section 4.12 of CSa’s original management plan, the pond was designed 

using Natural England’s criteria and guidance for GCN. At 100m2 in size, it has 

shallow sloping sides with a central depth of 1.5m to keep it permanently wet. 

Native marginal and aquatic plants that are suitable for newt egg-laying in spring 

were chosen such as watermint (Mentha aquatica), water forget-me-not (Myosotis 

scorpioides) and brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) along with marsh marigold 

(Caltha palustris), yellow flag iris (Iris pseudocorous), and water plantain (Alisma 

plantago aquatica). Native shrubs were also planted around the pond to give 

vegetation cover. It was advised that the southern side of the pond should be kept 

free of plant life to prevent shade.  

 

On closer inspection during surveys to Wimpey Field, the GCN pond including the 

SuDS basin were dry and most of the native water plants that were introduced have 

been lost due to a lack of management. The dominant species today is yellow flag 

iris. Without management this species becomes a thug and quickly takes over. In this 

case we would suggest removing all that is growing within the allocated pond area 

and reduce the plant coverage in the total pond/drainage location by a quarter on an 

annual basis, making sure that the southern side is left open.      

Left: Part of compartment 3 
(middle) with regularly mown 
grassland and impenetrable 
blackthorn and bramble thicket 
behind. Dead hedges have been 
created within this compartment 
and the one below (2) 
 

 
 

 
Right: View of the footpath from east to 
west across the reserve between the 
top and middle compartments 2 and 3. 
This used to be open grassland and is 
now encroached by dense blackthorn 
 

Image 11: © MVCP July 2022  

Image 12: © MVCP July 2022  



 

Medway Valley Countryside Partnership – Wimpey Field Management Plan 2022-2032 19 

Left: View of the footpath that leads 
from south-east to north-east across 
the reserve between the top and 
middle compartments 2 and 3. Again 
very shaded by scrub. We 
understand there used to be a visible 
log pile to the left of this picture, 
which is now in dense bramble and 
adder once basked here 

Right: View of the footpath looking 
west across the centre of the 
reserve between the top and 
middle compartments 1 and 2. 
The main boundary oaks to the 
secondary woodland can be seen 
in the background  
 

 
Right: Fruit tree saplings have been planted 
along the main footpath which runs from 
south-east to north-east through the reserve. 
However, they are in differing conditions as 
some are in deep shade and others are 
being encroached by bramble  
 

 

The ideal of replanting fruit trees at 

Wimpey Field is welcomed as the 

northern section was once an orchard. A 

few remaining original apple trees still 

exist. Following the advice given above, 

a thin bark mulch layer could be added 

around the base of each sapling and topped up annually. This is to suppress weed 

growth and retain moisture. Those that have been planted in deep shade will not do 

as well, but pruning of overhanging branches from neighbouring trees may help.  

Image X: © MVCP July 2022  

Image 14: © MVCP July 2022  

Image 13: © MVCP July 2022  

Image 15: © MVCP July 2022  
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Left: The developer installed a number of 
wired log piles within the reserve. Few 
remain; this one is within the bottom 
section compartment 3. Equally the three 
hibernaculums created by the developer 
were not found during surveys. However, 
they could be very well camouflaged by 
mounds of bramble and/or blackthorn 
 

New log piles should be installed, 

preferably away from the footpaths so 

there is less chance of them being 

disturbed and ideally within cleared open areas that are in full sun for some of the 

day. Each log pile can be wired together to discourage them from being removed 

from the site. The timber can come from tree maintenance outside of bird nesting 

season.  

Above: The 100m2 GCN pond creation completed in 2019 by MVCP for Natural England. 
This is within the bottom section of compartment 1 and has recorded GCN through e-DNA 
water samples each year 
 

As MVCP’s pond creation for GCN is a relatively new edition to Wimpey Field it has 

not been written into any management plan. Similarly to the developer’s GCN pond 

within the SuDS basin, it also requires maintenance and/or checking on an annual 

Image X: © MVCP June 2022  

Image 17: © MVCP June 2022  

Image 16: © MVCP July 2022  
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basis. It was noted during the e-DNA water sample in June 2022 that the main 

aquatic weed growing within the body of the pond is from the Canadian pondweed 

(Elodea) family – a non-native invasive species. As it has been confirmed that GCN 

breed in this pond and probably lay their eggs on this pondweed each spring, we 

would suggest cautiously removing at least a quarter over winter. The 

bulrush/reedmace growth will also need to be kept under control as this is a thug 

and will quickly take over the whole pond. Bramble thickets make up the base layer 

of the surrounding vegetation and regular cutting back is required to allow access all 

the way around the pond perimeter and the gate area.   

 

Secondary woodland 

This secondary woodland is approximately 0.75 hectares to the north of Wimpey 

Field nature reserve and west of The Bartons development. It is made up of mainly 

oak, ash, blackthorn, hawthorn, field maple, holly, elder and willow and is heavily 

shaded with little ground flora apart from bramble and ivy. Tree Protection Orders 

(TPO) cover the whole site. There are no official public footpaths through this 

woodland, however there are several permissive routes through from Wimpey Field 

and beyond.  

Left: Blackthorn scrub 
within the secondary 
woodland, along with 
an expansive of ivy 
ground flora 
 

CSa recommended 

opening up woodland 

rides and glade areas to 

increase ground flora 

diversity, along with 

selective thinning with 

agreement from the council’s tree officer. Removing non-native species for the 

selective thinning such as turkey oak (Quercus cerris), cherry laurel (Prunus 

laurocerasus), and cotoneaster (Rosaceae sp.) should be the priority. Currently, due 

Image 18: © MVCP June 2022  
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to scrub such as blackthorn and bramble overgrowth and potentially a lack of 

management, this woodland has little diversity. The impact of a dense canopy means 

little light is reaching the woodland floor and so the dominant species able to exploit 

these conditions are bramble and ivy. Some woodland clearing (the original advice 

was to achieve five open glades of 100m2 each) would still be recommended.  

 

The developer created eight log piles within the woodland and put up 15 bird boxes. 

Some bird and bat boxes were seen on the boundary oaks between the woodland 

and The Bartons housing estate, but it has not been established whether all are still 

intact and in good condition. It’s likely that some have been vandalised or fallen 

down and so we would suggest putting up further boxes and creating new log piles 

in areas away from the obvious pathways.  

 

4.2 Surveying:  

The original ecological management plan for Wimpey Field states that reptiles and 

bats were last monitored in 2016 and GCN in 2017. An annual species survey of the 

site is highly recommended for all the species mentioned in this report and this is 

something that MVCP can undertake on behalf of the parish council, if requested 

and this can be done with an educational slant. See 4.3.  

 

4.3 Education:  

The pond creation has great potential as an educational resource and valuable 

wildlife habitat. Unaccompanied access is not advised, so supervised and guided 

visits are recommended, taking into account this is now a breeding pond for GCN 

and any disturbance of their habitat should be done under licence.  

 

MVCP manages an annual bioblitz wildlife event at Wimpey Field in the summer on 

behalf of Staplehurst Parish Council, but further educational activities could be 

established and maintained. These could, for example, be public open events or via 

liaising with the local schools and playgroups and linking events to the current 
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curriculum. Some educational events could double as survey efforts with data 

captured under the guise of ‘citizen science’.    

 

Suggested educational events that MVCP could run include: 

• Butterfly event and survey 

• Bird event and survey  

• Reptile event and survey (after re-establishing and maintaining refugia)  

• Nighttime bat and wildlife walk  

• Mini-beast safari (invertebrate survey) event  

• Wildflower identification walk  

• Guided wildlife walks including supervised pond dipping 

 

5. Work programme: 

This section outlines the management required, highlighting the guidelines for when 

to deliver certain works. It can be used by the Parish Council and the working party 

to ensure ongoing management is suitable, enforced and carried out at the correct 

time.  

 

It is assumed that works detailed can be carried out by the Friends of Wimpey Field 

Voluntary Group, or by professionals (such as tree surgeons) employed by the Parish 

Council. However, MVCP is happy to assist and run daily tasks for a small charge 

along with its own volunteer task group.  

 

This management plan is designed to give information about the species and habitat 

for Wimpey Field, along with the basic management of the site. Although written as 

a guide for ongoing essential maintenance for the next 10 years, the plan should be 

evaluated regularly. For example, if ongoing survey work data indicated that 

additional protected species were found to be using the site, then the management 

priorities may have to change to reflect this. All work should only be carried out after 

additional careful surveying, for example checking trees for bat roosts prior to 

maintenance.  
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 5.1 - Table 1: 

Woodland to the west of The Bartons & north of Wimpey Field 

Prescription Year 1 (2023) Year 2 (2024) Year 3 (2025) Year 4 (2026) Year 5 (2027) Years 6-10  
(2028-2032) 

Undertake tree 
survey work for 
health and safety  

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Reopen the five 
thinned out glades 
of 100m2 each 
completed by the 
developer in 2013 

Check where these 
were created and 
cut and clear using 
hand-held 
equipment Sept-
Oct, outside of bird 
nesting season 

Annual check. 
Monitor bramble 
encroachment and 
cut and clear Sept-
Oct 

Annual check. 
Monitor bramble 
encroachment and 
cut and clear Sept-
Oct 

Annual check. 
Monitor bramble 
encroachment and 
cut and clear Sept-
Oct 

Annual check. 
Monitor bramble 
encroachment and 
cut and clear Sept-
Oct 

Annual check. 
Monitor bramble 
encroachment and 
cut and clear Sept-
Oct 

Open up woodland 
rides and maintain 
footpaths 

Widen and clear the 
footpaths (where 
appropriate) 
through the 
woodland to allow 
light to reach the 
woodland floor and 
increase ground 
flora diversity 

Annual check. Cut 
back any new scrub 
growth in Autumn, 
being careful not to 
disturb potential 
reptile/amphibian 
hibernation sites 

Annual check. Cut 
back any new scrub 
growth in Autumn, 
being careful not to 
disturb potential 
reptile/amphibian 
hibernation sites 

Annual check. Cut 
back any new scrub 
growth in Autumn, 
being careful not to 
disturb potential 
reptile/amphibian 
hibernation sites 

Annual check. Cut 
back any new scrub 
growth in Autumn, 
being careful not to 
disturb potential 
reptile/amphibian 
hibernation sites 

Annual check. Cut 
back any new scrub 
growth in Autumn, 
being careful not to 
disturb potential 
reptile/amphibian 
hibernation sites 
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Annual inspection 
of scrub. Remove 
blackthorn where 
applicable (check 
with tree officer 
first)  

Remove areas of 
blackthorn where it 
is encroaching too 
much of the 
woodland and/or 
access routes 

Cut and clear Sept-
Oct as required. 
Dead hedges can be 
created from brash 

Cut and clear Sept-
Oct as required. 
Dead hedges can be 
created from brash 

Cut and clear Sept-
Oct as required. 
Dead hedges can be 
created from brash 

Cut and clear Sept-
Oct as required. 
Dead hedges can be 
created from brash 

Cut and clear Sept-
Oct as required. 
Dead hedges can be 
created from brash 

Check existing bird 
and bat boxes 

Replace damaged 
or missing and add 
more 

Annual visual check  Annual visual check Annual visual check Annual visual check Annual visual check 
and replace 
damaged or missing 
in Years 8-10 

Log piles Replace any that 
are missing or died 
back. Rewire to 
prevent removal 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Check spiral 
guards/tree guards 
on shrubs/trees 
planted by 
developer  

Remove any that 
are no longer 
needed. Reuse 
elsewhere or 
recycle 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Litter pick Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 
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5.2 - Table 2: 

Wimpey Field Nature Reserve 

Prescription Year 1 (2023) Year 2 (2024) Year 3 (2025) Year 4 (2026) Year 5 (2027) Years 6-10  
(2028-2032) 

Undertake tree 
survey work for 
health and safety  

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Undertake an 
annual tree survey 
and complete any 
works (with 
agreement from 
tree officer) outside 
of bird nesting 
season 

Reduction of 
blackthorn scrub 
and bramble, plus 
self-seeded trees 
such as ash and 
sycamore. 
Complete during 
Nov-Feb 

20% of blackthorn 
and bramble to be 
removed from top 
compartment 1 & 2, 
2 & 3 of the middle 
compartment and 2 
of the bottom 
compartment 

Annual inspection 
of blackthorn and 
bramble regrowth. 
Remove 6% in the 
same areas  

Annual inspection 
of blackthorn and 
bramble regrowth. 
Remove 6% again in 
the same areas  

Annual inspection 
of blackthorn and 
bramble regrowth. 
Remove 6% again in 
the same areas  

Annual inspection 
of blackthorn and 
bramble regrowth. 
Remove 6% again in 
the same areas  

Annual inspection 
of blackthorn and 
bramble regrowth. 
Remove 6% again in 
the same areas  

Grassland 
management 

Grass paths to be 
mown fortnightly 
during the growing 
season. Open areas 
of grassland cut in 
early spring and 

Grass paths to be 
mown fortnightly 
during the growing 
season. Open areas 
of grassland cut in 
early spring and 

Grass paths to be 
mown fortnightly 
during the growing 
season. Open areas 
of grassland cut in 
early spring and 

Grass paths to be 
mown fortnightly 
during the growing 
season. Open areas 
of grassland cut in 
early spring and 

Grass paths to be 
mown fortnightly 
during the growing 
season. Open areas 
of grassland cut in 
early spring and 

Grass paths to be 
mown fortnightly 
during the growing 
season. Open areas 
of grassland cut in 
early spring and 
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late autumn only 
using a strimmer no 
lower than 150mm 

late autumn only 
using a strimmer no 
lower than 150mm 

late autumn only 
using a strimmer no 
lower than 150mm 

late autumn only 
using a strimmer no 
lower than 150mm 

late autumn only 
using a strimmer no 
lower than 150mm 

late autumn only 
using a strimmer no 
lower than 150mm 

Fruit tree saplings Remove vegetation 
including bramble 
from around the 
base of these young 
trees. Provide a 
mulch layer  

Annual top-up of 
mulch layer in 
spring. Cut back 
vegetation 
regrowth from the 
base of each tree 

Annual top-up of 
mulch layer in 
spring. Cut back 
vegetation 
regrowth from the 
base of each tree 

Annual top-up of 
mulch layer in 
spring. Cut back 
vegetation 
regrowth from the 
base of each tree 

Annual top-up of 
mulch layer in 
spring. Cut back 
vegetation 
regrowth from the 
base of each tree 

Annual top-up of 
mulch layer in 
spring. Cut back 
vegetation 
regrowth from the 
base of each tree 

Check existing bird 
and bat boxes 

Replace damaged 
or missing and add 
more 

Annual visual check  Annual visual check Annual visual check Annual visual check Annual visual check 
and replace 
damaged or missing 
in Years 8-10 

Log piles Replace any that 
are missing or died 
back. Rewire to 
prevent removal 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Annual check. Add 
to or create new log 
piles from felled 
timber 

Litter pick Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

Regular litter picks 
along footpath 
routes 

MVCP GCN pond – 
aquatic vegetation 
and bramble 
encroachment 

Part-removal of 
invasive non-native 
pondweed in 
autumn/winter. 
Weed to be left on 
the banks for 24-
hours to allow 
trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back in. 

Part-removal of 
invasive non-native 
pondweed in 
autumn/winter. 
Weed to be left on 
the banks for 24-
hours to allow 
trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back in. 

Part-removal of 
invasive non-native 
pondweed in 
autumn/winter. 
Weed to be left on 
the banks for 24-
hours to allow 
trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back in. 

Part-removal of 
invasive non-native 
pondweed in 
autumn/winter. 
Weed to be left on 
the banks for 24-
hours to allow 
trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back in. 

Part-removal of 
invasive non-native 
pondweed in 
autumn/winter. 
Weed to be left on 
the banks for 24-
hours to allow 
trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back in. 

Part-removal of 
invasive non-native 
pondweed in 
autumn/winter. 
Weed to be left on 
the banks for 24-
hours to allow 
trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back in. 
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Bulrush to be dug 
out from pond 
marginals and 
removed from the 
pond area. Bramble 
needs to be cut 
back from around 
the pond perimeter 
also during winter 

Bulrush to be dug 
out from pond 
marginals and 
removed from the 
pond area. Bramble 
needs to be cut 
back from around 
the pond perimeter 
also during winter 

Bulrush to be dug 
out from pond 
marginals and 
removed from the 
pond area. Bramble 
needs to be cut 
back from around 
the pond perimeter 
also during winter 

Bulrush to be dug 
out from pond 
marginals and 
removed from the 
pond area. Bramble 
needs to be cut 
back from around 
the pond perimeter 
also during winter 

Bulrush to be dug 
out from pond 
marginals and 
removed from the 
pond area. Bramble 
needs to be cut 
back from around 
the pond perimeter 
also during winter 

Bulrush to be dug 
out from pond 
marginals and 
removed from the 
pond area. Bramble 
needs to be cut 
back from around 
the pond perimeter 
also during winter 

Developer’s GCN 
pond and SuDS 
basin. Do not allow 
emergent 
vegetation 
coverage to exceed 
50%. Works to take 
place in 
autumn/winter 

Removal of all 
yellow flag iris 
emergent 
vegetation from the 
GCN pond and up 
to a quarter from 
the rest of the area. 
Works to take place 
in autumn/winter. 
Vegetation to be 
placed on the banks 
or within the basin 
area for 24-hours to 
allow trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back and then 
compost afterwards 

Annual inspection 
of this area – 
remove further 
regrowth of yellow 
flag up to a quarter 
and focus on the 
southern side. 
Works to take place 
in autumn/winter. 
Vegetation to be 
placed on the banks 
or within the basin 
area for 24-hours to 
allow trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back and then 
compost afterwards 

Annual inspection 
of this area – 
remove further 
regrowth of yellow 
flag up to a quarter 
and focus on the 
southern side. 
Works to take place 
in autumn/winter. 
Vegetation to be 
placed on the banks 
or within the basin 
area for 24-hours to 
allow trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back and then 
compost afterwards 

Annual inspection 
of this area – 
remove further 
regrowth of yellow 
flag up to a quarter 
and focus on the 
southern side. 
Works to take place 
in autumn/winter. 
Vegetation to be 
placed on the banks 
or within the basin 
area for 24-hours to 
allow trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back and then 
compost afterwards 

Annual inspection 
of this area – 
remove further 
regrowth of yellow 
flag up to a quarter 
and focus on the 
southern side. 
Works to take place 
in autumn/winter. 
Vegetation to be 
placed on the banks 
or within the basin 
area for 24-hours to 
allow trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back and then 
compost afterwards 

Annual inspection 
of this area – 
remove further 
regrowth of yellow 
flag up to a quarter 
and focus on the 
southern side. 
Works to take place 
in autumn/winter. 
Vegetation to be 
placed on the banks 
or within the basin 
area for 24-hours to 
allow trapped 
invertebrates to 
crawl back and then 
compost afterwards 

Wildlife surveys – 
From April to July 
with MVCP/local 
groups/schools 

Ongoing wildlife 
surveys with 
findings reported to 
iRecord or local 

Ongoing wildlife 
surveys with 
findings reported to 
iRecord or local 

Ongoing wildlife 
surveys with 
findings reported to 
iRecord or local 

Ongoing wildlife 
surveys with 
findings reported to 
iRecord or local 

Ongoing wildlife 
surveys with 
findings reported to 
iRecord or local 

Ongoing wildlife 
surveys with 
findings reported to 
iRecord or local 
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records centre records centre records centre records centre records centre records centre 

General – monitor 
for fly-tipping and 
non-native plants 
for example 

Report as and when Report as and when  Report as and when  Report as and when Report as and when Report as and when 

 

 

5.3 - Table 3: 

Proposed survey activities 

Project Date Method – desired outcome  Suggested delivery 

body/individual and time  

Flora survey June Annual plant survey (2 days 

minimum required using 

quadrats and transects)  

MVCP  

Herpetological 

survey (reptiles 

and amphibians) 

March-

October 

Establish refugia and check 

once each week 

MVCP & local schools  

Arthropod survey 

(insects) 

Monthly Sweep netting MVCP 

Butterfly survey 

 

March-

October 

Conduct a regular circular 

transect butterfly walk each 

MVCP with assistance 

from local residents & 
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month 

 

local schools  

Bird survey Each month Monthly visit to record bird 

sightings 

MVCP with assistance 

from local residents  

Bat Survey  August  Educate, entertain and inform MVCP with local residents 

Small Mammal  Sept  Using Longworth small 

mammal traps 

MVCP  
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Appendices  

 

BUTTERFLY TRANSECT RECORDING FORM 
 

SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 13/06/2022 START: 09:45 FINISH: 10:45 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 19⁰C WEATHER: Cloud & 
sun 

WIND (0-6): 0 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 50% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ 78009 43301 

BUTTERFLY SPECIES TOTAL 

Speckled Wood 3 

Red Admiral 1 

  

 
SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 23/06/2022 START: 11:15 FINISH: 12:30 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 22⁰C WEATHER: Warm & 
humid 

WIND (0-6): 0 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 100% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ 78009 43301 

BUTTERFLY SPECIES TOTAL 

Speckled Wood 1 

Red Admiral 1 

Large White 5 

Meadow Brown 8 

Ringlet 7 

Silver Washed Fritillary 1 

Small Skipper 1 

  

 
SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James  

DATE: 11/07/2022 START: 10:10 FINISH: 11:10 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 24⁰C WEATHER: Warm & 
humid 

WIND (0-6): 1 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 100% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ 78009 43301 

BUTTERFLY SPECIES TOTAL 

Speckled Wood 3 

Red Admiral 2 

Large White 13 

Small White 1 

Meadow Brown 19 

Ringlet 9 

Comma 1 

Small Skipper 4 

Gatekeeper 1 
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SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James  

DATE: 22/07/2022 START: 10:45 FINISH: 11:15 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 21⁰C WEATHER: Sunshine 
& Cloud 

WIND (0-6): 2 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 80% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ 78009 43301 

BUTTERFLY SPECIES TOTAL 

Speckled Wood 4 

Large White 6 

Small White 2 

Meadow Brown 9 

Ringlet 4 

Common Blue 1 

Gatekeeper 9 

  

 
SITE NAME: Wimpey Field RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 04/08/2022 START: 09:30 FINISH: 10:30 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 21⁰C WEATHER: Cloud and 
sun 

WIND (0-6): 3 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 80 CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ 78009 43301 

BUTTERFLY SPECIES TOTAL 

Speckled Wood 6 

Large White 1 

Meadow Brown 5 

Gatekeeper 6 
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REFUGIA RESULTS 
 

Corrugated tin and felt was placed around the site on 13/06/2022. It is 
recommended to leave these for at least two weeks before surveying. 

 
SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 13/06/2022 START: 09:45 FINISH: 10:45 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 19⁰C WEATHER: Cloud & sun 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 50% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ7794 4321 & TQ7793 4329 

GRID REFERENCE  SPECIES  AMOUNT 

TQ7794 4321 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7789 4319 (x1 tin)  0 

TQ7787 4319 (x1 felt)  0 

TQ7787 4324 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7791 4328 (x1 tin)  0 

TQ7791 4329 (existing x1 felt) Adult male great crested newt 2 

TQ7793 4329 (existing x1 felt)  0 

TQ7792 4329 (x1 felt missing)  0 

 
 

SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 23/06/2022 START: 11:15 FINISH: 12:30 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 22⁰C WEATHER: Warm & humid 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 100% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ7794 4321 & TQ7793 4329 

GRID REFERENCE  SPECIES  AMOUNT 

TQ7794 4321 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7789 4319 (x1 tin)  0 

TQ7787 4319 (x1 felt)  0 

TQ7787 4324 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7791 4328 (x1 tin)  0 

TQ7791 4329 (existing x1 felt) Adult females and juvenile male 
great crested newt 

3  

TQ7793 4329 (existing x1 felt) Juvenile slow-worm 3 

TQ7792 4329 (x1 felt missing)   

 
 

SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 11/07/2022 START: 10:10 FINISH: 11:10 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 24⁰C WEATHER: Warm & humid 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 100% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ7794 4321 & TQ7793 4329 

GRID REFERENCE  SPECIES  AMOUNT 

TQ7794 4321 (x1 felt, x1 tin) Juvenile slow-worm (under tin) 1 

TQ7789 4319 (x1 tin)  0 

TQ7787 4319 (x1 felt)  0 

TQ7787 4324 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7791 4328 (x1 tin)  0 

TQ7791 4329 (existing x1 felt)  0 

TQ7793 4329 (existing x1 felt) Adult slow-worm 5 

TQ7792 4329 (x1 felt missing)  0 
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SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 22/07/2022 START:10:45 FINISH: 11:15 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 21⁰C WEATHER: Sunshine & cloud 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 80% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ7794 4321 & TQ7793 4329 

GRID REFERENCE  SPECIES  AMOUNT 

TQ7794 4321 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7789 4319 (x1 tin)  0 

TQ7787 4319 (x1 felt)  0 

TQ7787 4324 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7791 4328 (x1 tin) Juvenile slow-worm 2 

TQ7791 4329 (existing x1 felt)  0 

TQ7793 4329 (existing x1 felt) Juvenile and baby slow-worm 10 

TQ7792 4329 (x1 felt missing)   

 
 

SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 04/08/2022 START: 09:30 FINISH: 10:30 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 21⁰C WEATHER: Cloud & sun 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 80% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH POINT: 
TQ7794 4321 & TQ7793 4329 

GRID REFERENCE  SPECIES  AMOUNT 

TQ7794 4321 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7789 4319 (x1 tin)  0 

TQ7787 4319 (x1 felt)  0 

TQ7787 4324 (x1 felt, x1 tin)  0 

TQ7791 4328 (x1 tin) Juvenile slow-worm 1 

TQ7791 4329 (existing x1 felt)  0 

TQ7793 4329 (existing x1 felt) Juvenile & baby slow-worms, 
juvenile grass snake 

5 
1 

TQ7792 4329 (x1 felt missing)   
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BIRD TRANSECT RECORDING FORM 
 

SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 13/06/2022 START: 09:45 FINISH: 10:45 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 19⁰C WEATHER: Cloud & sun 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 50% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH 
POINT: TQ 78009 43301 

 

SPECIES DETECTION TYPE 
(Visual/Song/Call) 

COUNT 

Blackbird  Song 1 

Common Whitethroat Song 1 

Carrion Crow Visual 1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Call 1 

Jackdaw Call 1 

Chiffchaff Song 3 

Wren Song 1 

Song Thrush Song 1 

Magpie Call 2 

Great Tit Song 4 

Jay Call 1 

Blackcap Song 2 

House Sparrow Visual 3 

Robin Song 1 

Woodpigeon Song 2 

Yellowhammer Song 1 

Blue Tit Song 5 

 
 

SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 23/06/2022 START: 11:15 FINISH: 12:30 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 22⁰C WEATHER: Warm & humid 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 100% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH 
POINT: TQ 78009 43301 

 

SPECIES DETECTION TYPE 
(Visual/Song/Call) 

COUNT 

Blackbird  Song/Visual 1 

Song Thrush Song 1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Call 1 

Chiffchaff Song 4 

Magpie Call 2 

Long-tailed Tit Call 6 

Blackcap Song 1 

Turtle Dove Song 1 

Buzzard Call 1 

Woodpigeon Song 3 

Yellowhammer Song 1 

Blue Tit Call 4 

Collared Dove Song 2 
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SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James  

DATE: 11/07/2022 START: 10:10 FINISH: 11:10 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 24⁰C WEATHER: Warm & humid 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 100% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH 
POINT: TQ 78009 43301 

 

SPECIES DETECTION TYPE 
(Visual/Song/Call) 

COUNT 

Blackbird  Song/Visual 1 

Chiffchaff Song/Call 4 

Magpie Visual 1 

House Sparrow Visual 2 

Blackcap Song 1 

Buzzard Visual/Call 1 

Woodpigeon Song 2 

Blue Tit Song/Visual 5 

Crow Visual/Call 1 

Wren Song 1 

Yellowhammer Song 1 

Nuthatch Call 1 

Great Tit Call 4 

Long-tailed Tit Call 5 

 
 

SITE NAME: Wimpey Field, Staplehurst RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James  

DATE: 22/07/2022 START: 10:45 FINISH: 11:15 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 21⁰C WEATHER: Sunshine & Cloud 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 80% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH 
POINT: TQ 78009 43301 

 

SPECIES DETECTION TYPE 
(Visual/Song/Call) 

COUNT 

Chiffchaff Call 2 

Magpie Visual/Call 3 

Jay Visual/Call 1 

Woodpigeon Song 3 

Great Tit Call 5 

Wren Song 1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Call 1 

Collared Dove Call 1 

Robin Song/Call 1 

 
 

SITE NAME: Wimpey Field RECORDER: Sarah Harrington-James 

DATE: 04/08/2022 START: 09:30 FINISH: 10:30 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 21⁰C WEATHER: Sunshine & cloud 

PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE: 80% CIRCULAR ROUTE START & FINISH 
POINT: TQ 78009 43301 

 

SPECIES DETECTION TYPE 
(Visual/Song/Call) 

COUNT 

Woodpigeon Song 3 

Blue Tit Song 4 

Chiffchaff Call 3 

Magpie Visual 1 
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Great Tit Song/Visual 1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Call 1 

Carrion Crow Call/Visual 1 

House Sparrow Visual 1 

Wren Song 1 

Jay Call 2 

 
Also noted: 
On 10/08/2022 MVCP Wimpey Field Bioblitz: 
Sparrowhawk: Call/Visual 
Chiffchaff: Call 
Magpie: Visual 
Treecreeper: Song 
Wren: Song 
Woodpigeon: Song 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sarah Harrington-James 
Partnership Officer   
Medway Valley Countryside Partnership 
3 Lock Cottages 
Lock Lane 
Sandling 
Kent 
ME14 3AU 
 

 
www.medwayvalley.org 
www.kentcountryside.org.uk 


