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Update to the Staplehurst Neighbourhood Plan Basic Conditions Statement 

1.1. This document has been prepared as an Addendum to the Staplehurst Neighbourhood Plan 

Basic Conditions Statement, published in January 2026 alongside the Submission Version 

Plan. 

1.2. The relevant legal framework for the preparation and making of Neighbourhood Plans is 

supported by the Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 and found in 

the: 

• Town and Country Planning Act 1990: ss. 61F, 61I, 61M-P and Schedule 4B 

• Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004: ss 38A-C 

• Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (2012 No.637) (as amended) 

1.3. On 25th of March 2026, Sections 98 and 99 of the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 

came into force. This is by virtue of The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 

(Commencement No. 11 and Saving and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2026. 

1.4. In relation to neighbourhood plans, sections 98 and 99 amend the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004 and the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 in respect of the legal 

compliance and the Basic Conditions requirements. 

1.5. In summary, the further legal compliance requirements are as follows: 

• so far as the qualifying body considers appropriate, and having regard to the subject matter 

of the plan, the plan must be designed to secure that the development and use of land in 

the neighbourhood area contribute to the mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change; 

and 

• so far as the qualifying body considers appropriate and having regard to the subject matter 

of the plan, the plan must be designed to take account of any local nature recovery strategy 

under section 104 of the Environment Act 2021 that relates to all or part of the 

neighbourhood plan area.  

1.6. In addition, there is a new Basic Condition requirement: 

• the making of the neighbourhood development plan would not result in the development 

plan for the area of the authority proposing that less housing is provided by means of 

development taking place in that area than if the neighbourhood development plan were 

not to be made. 

Note: this replaces the former Basic Condition that the neighbourhood plan be in general 

conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area.  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/section/98
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/section/99
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/169/made#top
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/169/made#top
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1.7. A further basic condition related to the new environmental assessment framework is 

commenced albeit, until such time as a completed framework for the implementation of 

Environmental Assessment Reports is in place, compliance with this Basic Condition cannot 

be assessed. 

1.8. The Staplehurst Neighbourhood Plan has been reviewed in light of these changes. 

Key statements  

1.9. It is confirmed that the Staplehurst Neighbourhood Plan has been designed to secure that 

the development and use of land in the neighbourhood area contribute to the mitigation 

of, and adaptation to, climate change. 

1.10. Climate change mitigation and adaptation is embedded in the SNP. It was an issue raised 

during the engagement on the plan, which is reflected in Objective 1 (Sustainable 

development and housing). Policy S3 (Character and design of development) stresses the 

need for high-quality sustainable design that responds to its surroundings, including its 

impact on the natural environment. This is further reflected in Policy S4 (Energy efficiency 

and sustainable design) of the SNP, which supports a range of measures to enable new 

developments to adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change. This will help to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions to the air, water and soil, reduce energy demand overall, 

and encourage renewable energy technology for heating and lighting.  There are also clauses 

relating to reducing water consumption, rainwater harvesting, and the use of multifunctional 

SuDs. Policy S5 (Renewable and community energy) supports renewable energy schemes 

subject to certain requirements. This policy will contribute to the national aim of reducing 

reliance on non-renewables. 

1.11. Furthermore, the SNP includes a series of environmental policies, including Policy S10 

(Landscape, environment and biodiversity). This recognises the role that green (and blue) 

spaces can play including in off-setting the effects of air pollution. The policy sets out that 

natural features of the parish, including trees and hedgerows, should be safeguarded and, 

where possible, better connected.  

1.12. It is confirmed that the Staplehurst Neighbourhood Plan has been designed to take account 

of the Kent and Medway Local Nature Recovery Strategy under section 104 of the 

Environment Act 2021 that relates to all of the neighbourhood plan area. 

1.13. The need to safeguard the environment and nature featured heavily in the engagement 

process when developing the SNP. Objective 2 focusses on the safeguarding, creation and 

connectivity of habitats. This is particular important in the Parish, which includes a number of 

designated environmental features, as mapped in the SNP, including the River Beult SSSI, 

areas of ancient woodland, Local Wildlife Sites and Roadside Nature Reserves. 

1.14. The Kent and Medway Local Nature Recovery Strategy (KMLNRS) was published in November 

2025. Staplehurst Parish Council has followed its progress and input into it where necessary 

as it has emerged (workshops were held across the county as part of its development). Policy 
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S10 (Landscape, environment and biodiversity) includes a section on biodiversity net gain 

(BNG) which supports the delivery of BNG units on-site or, where not possible, within the 

Parish as a priority.  These read across to the KMLNRS mapping, with the KMLNRS strategy 

setting out specific measures to improve biodiversity. 

1.15. Policy S10 also seeks to protect not only designated environmental assets, but also those 

which are not otherwise protected. This will contribute to the overall achievement of the 

KMLNRS. Furthermore, Policy S12 (Dark skies) acknowledges the importance that reducing 

light pollution can have on both nocturnal and diurnal wildlife, again chiming with the 

objectives of the KMLNRS in safeguarding habitats. 

1.16. It is confirmed that the making of the Staplehurst Neighbourhood Plan policies would not 

result in the development plan for the area of the authority proposing that less housing is 

provided by means of development taking place in that area than if the neighbourhood 

development plan were not to be made. 

1.17. The vision for the SNP supports housing growth, notably to meet housing needs identified in 

the neighbourhood area, and further detail on this is provided in Policy S2 (Meeting local 

housing needs). Whilst the SNP does not include site allocations, it does support sustainable 

development, for instance by way of Policy S1 (Planning for sustainable development).  Any 

growth considered as part of the Maidstone Local Plan Review, or subsequent Local Plan, and 

would not be restricted as a result of the SNP, where it can be achieved sustainably. 

1.18. It is confirmed that compliance with the new environmental assessment framework cannot 

be assessed until such time as a completed framework for the implementation of 

Environmental Assessment Reports is in place. 

 
 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/7d292c74095f4d4f9fc65adeada4e0a8?draft=true
https://www.naturerecoverykent.org.uk/local-nature-recovery-strategy-document-and-mapping/the-kent-and-medway-local-nature-recovery-strategy-published-document/
https://www.naturerecoverykent.org.uk/local-nature-recovery-strategy-document-and-mapping/the-kent-and-medway-local-nature-recovery-strategy-published-document/

