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Staplehurst  

Parish Council 

Council Meeting 

22nd June 2026 

Minutes 

Public Forum 
 

No resident questions. 

Kent County Councillor report – (Standing item) Cllr Black sent apologies 

• Hawkenbury Bridge – see item 10.1 
• Cranbrook Rd crossing 
• Cameras on Crossroads 
• Replacement of Village Entrance Sign 

 

Maidstone Borough Councillor’s Report (Standing Item): 
• EV charging in village 
• School drop off / pick up parking 

Cllr Perry raised several points; 
 

• MBC considering moving to digital papers for Councillors 
• The Gypsy, Traveller and Show People DPD rejected by MBC Cabinet and is in need 

of a review. Re-audit sites? 
• At recent MBC Planning Committee Cllr Ash spoke very well and was successful in 

getting refusal  
  

Cllr Surgery Saturday 10am– 12noon at Staplehurst Library  
Next Cllr Surgery 27th June 2026 10-12 noon at Library – will also relocate to PC stall at Fete 
in the afternoon 
 
Present: Cllrs Sharp, Martin, Alesi, Melville, Perry, Ash, Hotson, Mclaughlin, Castro and Pett 
plus the Clerk 
 

1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs Riordan, Farragher, Wakeford, Rhodes and Arger  
 

2. COUNCILLOR DECLARATIONS regarding items on the Agenda:  

2.1. Declarations of Lobbying - NA 

2.2. Changes to the Register of Interests - NA 

2.3. Interests in Items on the Agenda - NA 

2.4. Requests for Dispensation - NA 
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3. APPROVAL OF FULL COUNCIL MINUTES: 
Pages 2478 - 2483 1st June 2026 available at Full Council - Staplehurst Parish Council - 
Staplehurst Parish Council, Staplehurst, Tonbridge (staplehurst-pc.gov.uk)  
Cllr Alesi proposed, and Cllr Melville seconded to approve the minutes, with minor 
amendment of the 1st June 2026 – agreed majority 10 for, 0 against 1 abstained. Duly 
signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. FINANCE REPORTS & PROPOSALS 
 

4.1 Payment list, previously authorised by Council or under delegated 
authority and paid for – for noting 

 

Payments List 

May 14th - 31st 2026 

Date Description Type Amount (£) 

14 May 26 POST OFFICE COUNTER CD 7813 DEB 100.00 

18 May 26 SCOTTISH WATER BUS 27603200 DD 64.71 

18 May 26 ALLOTMENT REFUND FPO 60.00 

18 May 26 KINGSFORDS SOLICIT FPO 900.00 

18 May 26 STARBOARD SYSTEMS FPO 1255.20 

18 May 26 COMMERCIAL SERVICE FPO 239.21 

18 May 26 IDEN BUSINESS SERV FPO 200.00 

18 May 26 PB PACKING GROUP FPO 55.06 

18 May 26 CSG GLOBAL EDUCATI FPO 18.34 

18 May 26 HOLMAN HEATING FPO 108.00 

18 May 26 WEST KENT CLEANING FPO 300.00 

18 May 26 BUMBLES PLANT CENT FPO 59.32 

18 May 26 JM HOME & GARDEN FPO 240.00 

18 May 26 HELIOCENTRIX LIMIT FPO 351.43 

18 May 26 COUNTRYSTYLE RECYC FPO 105.36 

18 May 26 JF GROUNDSMAN FPO 420.70 

19 May 26 SERVICE CHARGES PAY 8.50 

19 May 26 SAINSBURYS SMKTS CD 7813 DEB 13.00 

19 May 26 POST OFFICE COUNTER CD 7813 DEB 195.65 

20 May 26 SEVENOAKS DC CD 7813 DEB 23.00 

21 May 26 CASTLE WATER LTD DD 16.19 

22 May 26 MAIDSTONE BC BP 160.00 

22 May 26 STAFF NET PAY BP 5704.87 

22 May 26 FORESTRY FIRST LTD BP 360.00 

22 May 26 P&F CLEANING SERVI BP 1070.00 

22 May 26 STARBOARD SYSTEMS BP 100.80 

22 May 26 LOCUM LOCKS BP 314.70 

22 May 26 BRITISH GAS BGL05324520515250 DD 20.80 

22 May 26 NPOWER A0010546831001 DD 35.78 

22 May 26 TELECOMS WORLD TW161009 DD 49.78 

22 May 26 BT GROUP PLC DD 114.74 

26 May 26 ADOBE *ADOBE DEB 19.97 

27 May 26 NEST IT000003155889 DD 800.50 

https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
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29 May 26 SCOTTISH WATER BUS 688622 DD 55.22 

    

June 1st - 15th 2026 

Date Description Type Amount (£) 

01 Jun 26 BRITISH GAS BGL04503180432190 DD 34.92 

01 Jun 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3088128 DD 61.00 

01 Jun 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 318342X DD 71.00 

01 Jun 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3207849 DD 105.00 

01 Jun 26 CF CORPORATE FINAN DD 113.44 

01 Jun 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3317994 DD 120.00 

01 Jun 26 BRITISH GAS BGL04503140432179 DD 196.06 

01 Jun 26 BRITISH GAS BGL05324490515246 DD 264.12 

04 Jun 26 McCabe Day Centre  CHQ 50.00 

05 Jun 26 SAGE UK LTD 667EZC5 DD 12.00 

05 Jun 26 SIMPLY PRINT PARTN FPO 705.00 

05 Jun 26 FORESTRY FIRST LTD FPO 648.00 

05 Jun 26 HOMELEIGH TIMBER FPO 3.72 

05 Jun 26 RUMWOODS LTD FPO 24.73 

05 Jun 26 CSG GLOBAL EDUCATI FPO 31.77 

05 Jun 26 KENT COUNTY COUNCI FPO 212.50 

05 Jun 26 J BIRKBY PLUMBING FPO 942.78 

05 Jun 26 GDPR-INFO LTD FPO 350.00 

05 Jun 26 CHOICE SUPPORT FPO 519.00 

05 Jun 26 COUNTRYSTYLE RECYC FPO 84.29 

05 Jun 26 STARBOARD SYSTEMS FPO 100.80 

05 Jun 26 MR BJ HAWKINS  FPO 150.00 

05 Jun 26 LOCUM LOCKS FPO 314.70 

05 Jun 26 CLLR Reimbursement (APM Food) FPO 85.04 

05 Jun 26 SMARTWATER TESTING DEB 108.00 

09 Jun 26 PENINSULA BUSINESS DD 302.94 

11 Jun 26 CSG GLOBAL EDUCATI FPO 71.40 

11 Jun 26 KCC COMMERCIAL FPO 105.98 

11 Jun 26 RUMWOODS LTD FPO 53.93 

11 Jun 26 WEST KENT CLEANING FPO 150.00 

11 Jun 26 CLERK TRAVEL FPO 12.73 

11 Jun 26 SEVENOAKS DC FPO 180.00 

11 Jun 26 FORESTRY FIRST LTD FPO 384.00 

11 Jun 26 HELIOCENTRIX LIMIT FPO 346.08 

12 Jun 26 SAINSBURYS SMKTS CD 7813 DEB 7.75 

15 Jun 26 SCOTTISH WATER BUS 29813012 DD 26.08 

15 Jun 26 POZITIVE ENERGY DD 81.77 

 
Council noted payment list above. 
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4.2 Additional CCTV at Jubilee Field  
Following a debate which highlighted 

• Concern costs were escalating 
• Could SCL cover cost of CCTV cameras 
• Request the Contractor to cover cost of the Ducting  

• Ducting required to future proof the site 
 
Cllr Martin proposed, and Cllr Ash seconded to approve the resolution below – agreed by 
majority 8 for, 1 against, 1 abstained. 

Resolution: To approve appointment of Slatters for £5,773.56 for installation of ducting 
and rope pulls. 
Budget Code CCTV - £3,500 
Budget Code JFWG - £2,273.56 

 
Cllr Hotson proposed, and Cllr Pett seconded to request that the contractor cover the cost of 
the ducting from their contract savings so far – agreed unanimously. 
 

4.3 Social Media Training  
Following a debate Cllr Melville proposed and Cllr Castro seconded to approve the resolution 
below – agreed by majority 9 for, 1 against, 0 abstained. 

Resolution: To approve the Communications Group recommendation to appoint 
Breakthrough Communications to do Social Media training for Staff and Councillors - £495 
plus VAT. 
Budget Code - Training 

 

4.4 3G Multi-Sport pitch – payments 
The Clerk updated Council on the payment process and that we have now received the 
£5,000 Grant from Kent FA and the £210,616.98 s106 partnership funding from MBC. 

Resolution: To note payment process for the construction of the 3G pitch as set out in 
the report. 

  

4.5 3G Multi-Sport pitch – appointment of Solicitors  
Following a debate which highlighted the frustration with solicitors, Clerk to discuss with 
Solicitor if Cllr Martin proposed, and Cllr Ash seconded to approve the resolution below – 
agreed by majority 6 for, 3 against, 1 abstained. 

Resolution: To appoint Harper James solicitors to act on our behalf for the Sport and 
Recreational Management Contract with SCL – up to £7895 plus VAT 
Budget Code – Professional fees 

 

4.6 Contracts 
Following a debate which highlighted 

• 2 year contract term, 
• Seek lowest fee 
• Clarify difference between high and low standing charge per day 

Cllr Melville proposed, and Cllr Martin seconded to approve the resolution below – agreed by 
majority 9 for, 0 against, 1 abstained. 

Resolution: To approve Smartest Energy, 2 year term for Bell Lane Public Toilets, 
Surrenden Field Pavilion and Parish Office from 15th August 2026 subject to clarification of 
high / low standing charge  
Budget Code - Bell Lane Public Toilets, Surrenden Field Pavilion and Parish Office 
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5 CLERKS REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS – attached 
The Clerk raised a number of points; 

Churchyard maintenance donation - initial payment 75% is £14,649,27 this is the part 

donation for 2026/27 under s137 powers “as it is in the interest of the area and will bring 

direct benefit to the area” 

 
Cllr Ash proposed, and Cllr Melville seconded to approve the resolution above – agreed by 
majority 9 for, 0 against, 1 abstained 
 
Under Delegated Authority in consultation with the Chairman the Clerk updated Council on; 
Banner - upgrade with Council logo £50 plus VAT 
Container – relocated at Jubilee Field – £840 plus VAT and an emergency call out for an 
electrician £160.00  
 
Staplehurst Community Planning Group meeting 6th July 2026, 7:30pm in the South Hall. 
Note separate from the Parish Council function but Cllrs can attend as a resident. 
 
In addition, the Clerk noted the MBC Local Plan Call for Sites – public consultation closes 
23rd August 2026. 
 
MBC to engage with Council after public consultation closes, as a stakeholder in the autumn 
2026. 
 
Council felt it was important that the NDP Review Group are part of the stakeholder 
consultation. 
 
Saturday 27th June 2026 12 – 5pm Fete. Parish Council stall include 

• Gazebo / banner 
• 3G pitch site plan, pitch plan and FAQ  
• Annual reports 
• Volunteer Awards Photos 

• YMCA Youth club leaflets and 2 staff some of the time to hand out 
• SCL leaflets and 2 staff some of the time to hand out 
• Community planning presentations 
• Signature box for Community Planning Group forms 
• Playscheme poster 

 

6 PROPOSALS FOR DISCUSSION and DECISION - 
6.1 Devolution – standing item verbal update  
Await Government decision on final Structure of the new Councils – expected Summer 2026 

 

6.2 3G Multi Sport pitch Report Verbal update  
Clerk updated Council – construction currently going to plan – note variation on Landscape 
Condition as only one bund required but same planting scheme - will circulate when 
received. 
 

6.3 Councillor Allowances 2026/27 
Following a debate Cllr Melville proposed and Cllr Martin seconded to approve the resolution 
below – agreed by majority 9 for, 0 against, 1 abstained. 
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Resolution: To note the Remuneration Report in Appendix A and consider the 
following 

i. Is it appropriate to pay a Basic Parish Allowance  
ii. If so Basic Parish Allowance is £633 and Chairmans Allowance is £993  

 
Clerk to email “elected Cllrs” and report back to Council. 
 

6.4 Jubilee Field Working Group report 
Following a debate Cllr Melville proposed and Cllr Ash seconded to approve the resolution 
below – agreed by majority 9 for, 0 against, 1 abstained. 

Resolution: The Jubilee Field Working Group ask Council to note: 
1.  SMFC CIC Club status  
2. To note pitch maintenance 
3. To note new Smart TV /Boost Wi-Fi 
4. to note new Monarch Marquee 
 
To approve the Jubilee Field Working Group recommendation to allow use of draft 
dispenser on drinks table 

 

7. Update report CORRESPONDENCE & PARISH ISSUES for decision or noting: 

8 Chairman’s Report  
 
Thanked everyone for their hard work – concern about the ongoing water leaks down the 
High Street. 

1. Outside Kin Coffee shop – work over the weekend but workman stated “this will not 
work, needs major works to pipe” – SEW now claim it is not their responsibility. 

It is not foul water, it is not runoff from the road, therefore, the leak is SEW responsibility. 
 

2. Butchers side alley leak onto the main road – ongoing for years again SEW water 
claim not their responsibility 

It is not foul water, it is not runoff from the road, therefore, the leak is SEW responsibility. 
 
Cllr Alesi meeting SEW on Thursday – will raise both again and report back to Council. 
 

8.1 Committee and working group minutes for noting 

8.1.1 Planning Committee minutes 8th June 2026 

8.1.2 Road Safety Group, meetings minutes 10th June 2026 Note  

8.1.3 Jubilee Field Working Group minutes 11th June 2026 note 

8.1.4 Employment, Finance and Strategy group meeting 18th June 2026 to follow 

8.1.5 SCEnic next meeting to be arranged  

8.1.6 NDP Review Group next meeting to be arranged. 
8.1.7 Communications Group meeting minutes 3rd June 2026 note 
8.1.8 Greener Staplehurst Group meeting to be arranged 

 

9 REPORTS FROM LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS (written reports for noting)  
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10 Confidential 
 

10.1 Hawkenbury Bridge feedback 
Following a debate which highlighted concerns about the KCC Highways report 
Cllr Sharp proposed and Cllr Pett seconded to approve the resolution below – agreed 
unanimously 
Resolution: To note the KCC report with interest, that we await all the information from 
KCC so the Parish Council can make an informed comment 

 

10.2 HR update - RFO hours 
 
Following a debate Cllr Sharp proposed and Cllr Martin seconded to increase the hours of 
the RFO up to 21 hours per week until 1st week of October 2026 – agreed unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting closed…………………………….. 


