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Staplehurst Parish 

Council 

Council Meeting 

1st June 2026 

Minutes 

PUBLIC FORUM 

No residents raised any questions. 

Kent County Councillor report – (Standing item) 
Cllr Black gave his apologies 

• Hawkenbury Bridge – meeting tomorrow with KCC officers 
 

• Cranbrook Rd crossing 
 

• Cameras on Crossroads 
 

• Replacement of Village Entrance Sign 
 

Maidstone Borough Councillor’s Report (Standing Item): 

• EV charging in village - NA 
 

• School drop off / pick up parking – NA 
 

Cllr Perry noted new Mayor of Maidstone is Bryan Clark. 
That MBC Planning Committee rather frustratingly approved the Mathurst Solar Farm on the 
casting vote of Planning Committee Chairman.  
This despite excellent representation by residents and Cllr Arger plus support from both Cllr 
Riordan and myself arguing to refuse. 
 

Cllr Surgery Saturday 10am– 12noon at Staplehurst Library  
Verbal Feedback from Cllr Surgery 30th May 2026 
General planning issues, water outage, housing land plots for sale in Lindridge Lane – 
without planning permission. 
Cllr Pett raised the point of Article 4 Direction – this could be applied but there is a process 
to follow. 
 
Cllr Surgery 27th June 2026 Parish Councillor to attend with MBC Cllr Perry. 

 
Present: Cllrs Sharp, Martin, Farragher, Melville, Alesi, Arger, Pett, Costa, Mclaughlin, Perry, 
Hotson, and the Clerk 

 
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs Wakeford, Ash and Rhodes 
Absent Cllr Riordan 
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2. COUNCILLOR DECLARATIONS regarding items on the Agenda:  

2.1. Declarations of Lobbying - NA 
 

2.2. Changes to the Register of Interests - NA 
 

2.3. Interests in Items on the Agenda - NA 
 

2.4. Requests for Dispensation - NA 
 

3. APPROVAL OF FULL COUNCIL MINUTES: (5 minutes) 
Pages 2463 – 2468 20th April 2026, available at Full Council - Staplehurst Parish Council - 
Staplehurst Parish Council, Staplehurst, Tonbridge (staplehurst-pc.gov.uk) 
Cllr Arger proposed, and Cllr Farragher seconded to approve the minutes of the 20th April 
2026 – agreed majority 10 for , 0 against and 1 abstained. Duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
Pages 2469 – 2470 27th April 2026 available at Full Council - Staplehurst Parish Council - 
Staplehurst Parish Council, Staplehurst, Tonbridge (staplehurst-pc.gov.uk) 
Cllr Melville proposed, and Cllr Martin seconded to approve the minutes of the 20th April 
2026 – agreed majority 10 for , 0 against and 1 abstained. Duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
Pages 2471 – 2477 11th May 2026 available at Full Council - Staplehurst Parish Council - 
Staplehurst Parish Council, Staplehurst, Tonbridge (staplehurst-pc.gov.uk)  
Cllr Alesi proposed, and Cllr Hotson seconded to approve the minutes of the 20th April 2026 
– agreed majority 10 for , 0 against and 1 abstained. Duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. FINANCE REPORTS & PROPOSALS 
 

4.1 Payment list, previously authorised by Council or under delegated 
authority and paid for – for noting (1 minute) 

Payments List 

Apr-26 

Date Description Type Amount (£) 

01 Apr 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3088128 DD 58.75 

01 Apr 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 318342X DD 68.20 

01 Apr 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3207849 DD 102.90 

01 Apr 26 CF CORPORATE FINAN C40241805275697 DD 113.44 

01 Apr 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3317994 DD 115.60 

01 Apr 26 BRITISH GAS BGL05324490515246 DD 437.76 

01 Apr 26 SAINSBURYS SMKTS CD 7813 DEB 13.00 

08 Apr 26 SAGE UK LTD 667EZC5 DD 21.60 

10 Apr 26 PENINSULA BUSINESS 000STA920 DD 302.94 

10 Apr 26 HMRC - ACCOUNTS OF 600000001746751976 FPO 1824.04 

10 Apr 26 NPOWER BUSINESS SO 400000001751850832 FPO 101.55 

10 Apr 26 HOMELEIGH TIMBER 600000001746752021 FPO 19.51 

10 Apr 26 HELIOCENTRIX LIMIT 300000001750410295 FPO 346.08 

10 Apr 26 BUMBLES PLANT CENT SPC32 FPO 187.30 

10 Apr 26 ECOSAN SERVICES INV-4817 FPO 136.13 

10 Apr 26 KALC FPO 2400.00 

10 Apr 26 SETON CD 7813 DEB 77.58 

https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
https://www.staplehurst-pc.uk/community/staplehurst-parish-council-13607/full-council/
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14 Apr 26 POZITIVE ENERGY DD 201.05 

14 Apr 26 LAND REGISTRY ECOM DEB 7.00 

16 Apr 26 SCOTTISH WATER BUS DD 61.85 

16 Apr 26 SETON CD 7813 DEB 95.99 

20 Apr 26 SERVICE CHARGES PAY 8.50 

21 Apr 26 CASTLE WATER LTD 583191 DD 42.58 

22 Apr 26 BRITISH GAS BGL05324520515250 DD 13.84 

22 Apr 26 CASTLE WATER LTD 583187 DD 18.30 

22 Apr 26 BT GROUP PLC DD 113.90 

22 Apr 26 CANVA I04858-2479 DEB 99.99 

23 Apr 26 NPOWER A0010546831001 DD 47.38 

23 Apr 26 TELECOMS WORLD TW161009 DD 49.78 

24 Apr 26 COUNCIL STAFF NET PAY BP 5836.70 

24 Apr 26 ADOBE ADOBE DEB 19.97 

27 Apr 26 KALC FPO 84.00 

27 Apr 26 STREETLIGHTS FPO 128.40 

27 Apr 26 HOMELEIGH TIMBER FPO 14.86 

27 Apr 26 P&F CLEANING SERVICES FPO 1070.00 

27 Apr 26 KCC COMMERCIAL FPO 105.98 

27 Apr 26 STAPLEHURST COMMUNI FPO 10.00 

27 Apr 26 CSG GLOBAL EDUCATION FPO 87.36 

27 Apr 26 PB PACKING GROUP FPO 55.06 

27 Apr 26 STARBOARD SYSTEMS FPO 1356.00 

29 Apr 26 COUNTRYSTYLE RECYC DD 81.46 

30 Apr 26 BRITISH GAS BGL04503180432190 DD 39.34 

30 Apr 26 BRITISH GAS BGL04503140432179 DD 230.79 

30 Apr 26 BRITISH GAS BGL05324490515246 DD 342.79 

30 Apr 26 NEST DD 1358.70 

   17907.95 

May 1st - 13th 2026 

Date Description Type Amount (£) 

01 May 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3088128 DD 61.00 

01 May 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 318342X DD 71.00 

01 May 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3207849 DD 105.00 

01 May 26 CF CORPORATE FINAN C40241805330476 DD 113.44 

01 May 26 MAIDSTONE BOROUGH 3317994 DD 120.00 

06 May 26 ZOOM.COM DEB 155.88 

08 May 26 SAGE UK LTD DD 12.00 

11 May 26 PENINSULA BUSINESS 000STA920 DD 302.94 

13 May 26 POZITIVE ENERGY DD 162.60 

   1103.86 

Note Zoom subscription paid but already cancelled RFO will chase up. 
 

4.2 Allocation of Council Reserves and CIL funding 
Following a debate Cllr Alesi proposed and Cllr Arger seconded to approve the resolution 
below – agreed unanimously. 

 Resolution: To approve the Employment, Finance and Strategy group recommendation 
to approve the allocation of Reserves and CIL as set out in appendix A of this report. 
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4.3 Appointment of contractor for ATC Survey  
Following a debate; which felt we need to get this correct so if delayed until after school 
summer term so be it Cllr Alesi proposed and Cllr Melville seconded to approve the 
resolution below – agreed majority 8 for, 3 against and o abstained 

Resolution: To appoint Traffic Surveys for a fee of £2,005 plus VAT as the ATC Survey 
2026 contractor. 
Budget code: Projects  

 

4.4 Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31st March 2026 
Cllr Perry proposed, and Cllr Arger seconded to approve the resolution below – agreed 
majority unanimously 

Resolution: To approve the Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31st 
March 2026 attached in appendix A of this report. 

 

5 CLERKS REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 
 
2461/5c SPC stall – what do we want on it – current projects, photos, ask YMCA to promote 
youth club. Clerk to recirculate list and work with Communications Group on info. 
 
2655 Bell Lane hedge – an initial quote to do work is in the region of £1,000 but as we do 
not own the hedge row, which includes mature trees, the Clerk advised Council not to do 
work. General agreement by Council. Cllr Farragher proposed, and Cllr Melville seconded not 
to do any work of the Bell Lane hedge / tree row. Agreed majority 10 for, 0 against and 1 
abstained. 
Cllr Sharp proposed and Cllr Arger seconded to ask MBC tree officer to review and if 
appropriate for the Parish Council to put forward TPO agreed unanimously.  
 
2471/7.3 – The Clerk has received requests from some residents for council to hire a hall for 
an initial meeting of a Community Planning Group – if they set themselves up then they  
would take on as needs to be separation from the Parish Council’s planning function. 
Cllr Arger proposed, and Cllr Martin seconded to hire a hall and arrange the initial meeting 
for community group estimated £60- agreed majority 8 for 2 against and 1 abstained. 
 
2465/5 – Plot 3 – just obtained contact for the Residents Group – emailed and asked today. 
 

6 PROPOSALS FOR DISCUSSION and DECISION - 
6.1 Devolution – standing item verbal update 
Awaiting Government decision on final structure of the new Councils – expected Summer 
2026. 

 

6.2 3G Multi Sport pitch Report Verbal update 
Clerk gave a verbal update 
Started on 26th May 2026, going to plan, CCTV meeting on Wednesday and also review Girl 
Guide drains. 
 

6.3 Council website review 
Following a debate Cllr Melville proposed and Cllr Alesi seconded to approve the resolution 
below – agreed unanimously 
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Resolution: To consider the Communications Group resolutions and approve  
i. website specification attached in appendix A of this report 
ii. Communications Group and officers seek quotes from those listed in report, assess 
and back to Council  

6.4 NDP Review update report 
Following a debate, email confirming starting 22nd June 2026 – 6 weeks, Parish Council to 
support promotion of consultation via MBC website (Hard copies in Parish Office and Library, 
Posters, social media , website) . Cllr Arger proposed and Cllr Sharp seconded to approve 
the resolution below – agreed unanimously 

Resolution: To support the NDP Review consultation Reg 16. 

 

6.5 Verbal feedback from Public meeting - Planning issues in Staplehurst 
meeting 29th May 2026  

Following a debate; 
• Well attended 
• Planning Consultant – Alison Eardly excellent  
• Frustration with infrastructure – schools, water supply, foul water, KCC Highways, 

etc 
• That the Government agenda is pushing more housing 
• It would be hard work to get small wins. 

Note Council approved to hire a hall and arrange the initial meeting for Community Group 
but must be separate from Parish Councils planning function. 
 

6.6 Temporary Directional Signage Request (SL665809474) 
Following a debate Cllr Melville proposed and Cllr Mclaughlin seconded to approve the 
resolution below – agreed unanimously. 

Resolution: To approve the request to extend temporary signs for Churchill Retirement 
Homes. 

 

6.7 MBC Planning Complaint 
Following a debate, agree minor amendments required. Cllr Arger proposed, and Cllr Melville 
seconded to approve amendments and delegate authority to the Clerk in consultation with 
Cllr Martin agreed unanimously.  
 

7. Update report CORRESPONDENCE & PARISH ISSUES for decision or noting 
 

8 Chairman’s Report  
 
Raised the need to support campaign for secondary school – “we stand with Support Weald 
Schooling” 
Also thanked SEHT for the work regarding water shortage. 
 

8.1 Committee and working group minutes for noting 

8.1.1 Planning Committee minutes 18 May 2026 

8.1.2 Road Safety Group, next meeting to be arranged 

8.1.3 Jubilee Field Working Group minutes 7th May 2026 

8.1.4 Employment, Finance and Strategy group meeting 21st May 2026 

8.1.5 SCEnic next meeting to be arranged  

8.1.6 NDP Review Group next meeting to be arranged. 
8.1.7 Communications Group meeting minutes 7th May 2026 
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8.1.8 Greener Staplehurst Group meeting to be confirmed 
 

9 REPORTS FROM LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS (written reports for noting)  
 

10 Confidential – NA 
 
Meeting closed……9.30…………. 
 

The minutes are not verbatim, but the decisions are accurate 


